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earth, where they found the animal under a tree beside
a   saint   named   Kapila,   an   incarnation   of  Vishnu.
Imagining him to be guilty of the theft, they abused
him ; and he, becoming angry at the false charge, cursed
them, and they were reduced to ashes.    One son only
who had remained with his father was spared.     The
king, in his sorrow, is told that his sons could be re-
stored by Ganga coming from her heavenly abode in
the Himalayan mountains,     Sagar seeing no- way of
effecting   this,  resigned   his   kingdom,  and   went   to
heaven.     His  great-grandson,  Bhagiratha,  was  more
successful.    He obtained as a boon from the gods the
assurance that she should come.    When she came, no
sooner did she touch the ashes than the princes sprang
to life, and were carried in golden chariots to Indra's
heaven.     As  it was at this place she manifested her
great power, the people come there to  bathe  in  the
hope  that   they,  too,   may  by her   influence   obtain
admission to heaven.

At these festivals as many as 150,000 are present.
During part of the year the place where they are held
is under water, as the waters of the Bay of Bengal are
piled up by the south-west winds, On reaching the
sacred ground the people make temporary dwelling-
places on shore, as the boats which brought them are
generally over-crowded.

The great object in coming there is to bathe, and it
is interesting to see thousands of people plunging in
the sea in the hope of washing away their sins. For
this they have been saving money for years. For this
some have been travelling for weeks, exposed to danger
and discomfort This hope has cheered them often in
seasons of sickness and sorrow. As soon as it is light
crowds rush into the water with shouts of exultation;